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Wenham Connects Age & Dementia Friendly Task Force 

 
Wenham Connects Committee 

Meeting Minutes of February 26, 2020  
 Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of Wenham Connects Age & Dementia Friendly Task Force (WCAD) was held on Wednesday 
February 26, 2020 at 11am – 12:30pm in the conference room, second floor.    
 
The Town of Wenham is committed to becoming an age and dementia friendly community.  As the population of Wenham 
ages, we are taking a proactive, solutions-oriented approach to face the challenges of aging together.  Creating a more supportive 
environment for older adults creates a more inclusive and compassionate community for all.  Our age friendly initiative is 
called Wenham Connects, building a vibrant sense of community for older adults. 
The Wenham Connects Committee is a nine-member committee appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS).   
On February 12, 2019 the Board of Selectmen unanimously appointed the following people through June 30, 2020: Marianne 
Cannon, Albert Dodge, Marcia Ford, LuBeth Kuemmerle, Marcia Lowery, Ann O’Shea, Patricia Tremblay, Francois Wilhelm, 
and Ex Officio members James Reynolds, Counsel on Aging (COA) Director, and Anthony Ansaldi, Town Administrator.   
 
Call to order: With a quorum present Ms. Cannon called the meeting to order at 11 am. 
Committee members present: M. Cannon, Chair; W. Dodge; M. Lowery; P. Tremblay; A. O'Shea; F. Wilhelm; L. Kuemmerle 
and Ex Officio members: J. Reynolds, COA Director; M. Ford  
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary; Laura Bongiorno, Gordon College Intern  
 
Minutes - Review / Approval of January 22, 2020  
The committee voted unanimously to approve the January 22, 2020 meeting minutes. 
 
Ms. Cannon observed that since the January meeting the town service day on May 9 is now planned to be held from                     
9 am -11 am and the lunch was cancelled for this year. 
 
Announcements 
• New office hours for intern Laura Bongiorno: Monday 10:30 am-2 pm; Tuesday and Wednesday 12 Noon-2 pm 
• Wenham Cemetery Commission Service Day Project: Saturday, May 9, 2020 from 9:00-11:00am  
Gary Cheeseman, Cemetery Commission Chair, was present and spoke on the May 9 community day and gave an overview of 
the projects:  
o project # 1 is the painting of the maintenance building at the Main Street Cemetery. 
o project #2 is the “rainy day” project painting/staining the interior of the cemetery’s shed on the Iron Rail property and 

possibly the planting of shrubs around the shed. 
Mr. Cheeseman said that depending on the weather and the number of volunteers it was possible that both projects could be 
completed. The Cemetery Commission will provide all supplies. 
Ms. Lowery was told about 20 Gordon College students would volunteer that day.  
Mr. Reynold offered to open the COA facility May 9 to have restrooms and a place to sit available. 
 
• Wenham Connects Table Saturday, April 4, 2020 Town Meeting, Buker School: Volunteers 
WC will have a table in the lobby of the Buker School prior to Town Meeting on April 4.   The following committee members 
volunteered to preside over the table:  Ms. O’Shea, Ms. Lowery, Ms. Ford, Ms. Tremblay, and Mr. Dodge. 
Ms. Cannon will inquire if WC can have a table in the Town Hall lobby during town elections on Thursday April 9. 
Ms. Lowery looked into WC banners.  The cost for a 3’x1.5’ was about $7; four banners were proposed.  Ms. Cannon will 
review the updated logo / slogan prior to posting on the Wenham web site and ordering the banners.  
Mr. Reynolds offered to ask the Friends of Wenham COA to help with the cost of the banners. 
 



Approved 4.22.2020 

Wenham Connects 2.26.2020 2/2 

New Business  
 
• Housing Doman - Update Win Dodge, Regarding Memo Circulated 1-22-20  
Mr. Dodge referenced his memo from the last meeting and gave a brief overview of possible ways to increase housing 
opportunities in Wenham within existing housing. Mr. Dodge talked in detail about low cost alternative housing through 
accessory units and home sharing.  This information will be available for the WC table prior to town meeting. 
Mr. Dodge addressed the need for the town to update the zoning bylaws for accessory apartments to be “by right” and not a 
special permit. Mr. Dodge printed out information on accessory units from the AARP web site.  Margaret Hoffman, Planning 
Coordinator will develop a cover memo regarding accessory unit’s memo cover sheet for the AARP information. 
Mr. Dodge elaborated on Boston’s pilot program “Nesterly” to build a stronger community by matching people for home 
sharing; this would require an extensive program be established, but is doable for Wenham and a viable option. 
 
Ms. Bongiorno, interjected that she has compared data from different communities with similar programs other than Boston.  
Typically, there is an extensive application process including background CORI check.  
Ms. Bongiorno said she would have definitive information for the committee in the upcoming months and provide a summary 
of those participating communities and the model of each program.  
Ms. Cannon reminded the committee that WC would not be the leader of this program, but initiate the idea with the right entity. 
Mr. Dodge suggested the fall of 2020 be the target date for a presentation on home sharing.  
 
• Social Participation Domain - Update: LuBeth Keummerle, Trisha Tremblay, Francois Wilhelm  
There was a follow-up on social coffees held. Ms. Keummerle reported that one person recently attended her coffee social 
spontaneously held a coffee in January and another person had indicated that she was willing to hold a coffee social. 
Ms. Tremblay continues to host coffees at the Maples and has volunteers hosting the next few coffee socials. 
There was a review that the coffees are meant to get people together in specific neighborhoods, to reach out, create friendships 
/connections, and introduce people to WC.  Ms. Cannon will speak with the Social Participation Group regarding the socials 
and how communications are working.  
Mr. Wilhelm had provided an excel sheet of residents over 60 but suggested others in neighborhood under 60 be included. 
There are 33 neighborhoods in Wenham.  This excel could help organize events, and create groups. 
 
• Communication and Information Update: Mardi Lowery  
Ms. Lowery reported that the resource guide is almost complete; this will be available on the town’s web site. The WVIS 
(Wenham Village Improvement Society) will sponsor a brown bagged lunch at the Wenham Museum on May 8; this will not be 
limited to Wenham residents.  She went on to say that five seniors and 9 Gordon College students had lunch at Gordon College 
Lion’s Den. This was a successful day.  Another lunch is planned for March. Penguin Academy has a spring concert and would 
offer tours of the house and gardens. 
There are upcoming budget meeting forums with the Finance and Advisory Committee at the Council on Aging regarding the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Budget. 
 
• Open Space and Recreation Domain Update: Marianne Cannon, Win Dodge,  
Regarding Service Day Project #2.  The proposed project is through the WVIS being headed by Kristen Alexander, to clean up 
the stone wall along the Reynolds Farm on Larch Row.  
 
• Liability Issues, Tools and Equipment  
Mr. Dodge asked to discuss the future of a resource center and create a job description.  Ms. Lowery envisioned a job 
description in another 2 years or more.  Mr. Dodge stressed the importance that a plan be started as the committee continues to 
go forward. 
 
Next Meeting: March 25, 2020 Town Hall at 11:00am (Vice-Chair Presiding) Win Dodge. 
 
Adjournment: The committee unanimously adjourned at 12:28 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
3.21.2020 
 


